science of a profession, and if he tries to live up to this ideal, he will always be getting into trouble." 1 Editors will often irritate authors, some of whom may be their friends, but such is the fate of anyone with a major decision-making role. Indeed, the American author, Gene Fowler, sug- defines these terms as follows:
Fabrication is "Making up data or results, and recording or reporting them."
Falsification is "Manipulating research materials, equipment, or processes, or changing or omitting data or results."
Plagiarism is "The appropriation of another person's ideas, processes, results, or words without giving appropriate credit."
These three elements of Scientific Misconduct require an intent to deceive by the authors. Thus, honest errors are not misconduct. 7 "Breach of Publication Ethics" is a much lesser indiscretion than "misconduct" and includes a variety of items 2 such as failure to reveal a financial conflict of interest; redundant publication (also referred to as "fragmented, prior, dual, double, duplicate, or repetitive publications"); adding a non-contributing author or omitting a deserving author; misrepresenting the status of a publication in the references, such as claiming that a paper is "in press"; and self-plagiarism without attribution. The self-plagiarism issue is controversial, but authors should realize that they may have transferred the copyright (ownership) of their previously published material to a publisher. I recommend putting more than a few sentences of your own previously published wording in quotation marks with an appropriate attribution and reference. To avoid the self-plagiarism pitfall, I suggest Professor Roig's website: http://facpub.stjohns.edu/~roigm/plagiarism/.
